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Complaint Gtes Gingrich’s TV Time 

Free Airing of College Course Is Illegal Gift, House Democrats Allege 
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By Serge F. Kovaleski 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


House Democrats yesterday ac- 
cused Speaker Newt Gingrich of vio- 
lating the chamber’s rules and feder- 
al law by accepting up to $200,000 
in free television time from a cable 
TV operator with business interests 
pending before Congress — the lat- 
est in a series of ethics complaints 
against the Georgia Republican. 

The charge was outlined in a 
three-page complaint filed with the 
House ethics committee by Demo- 
cratic Reps. Patricia Schroeder 
(Colo.), Cynthia McKinney (Ga.) and 
Harry A. Johnston (Fla.). The law- 
makers asked the ethics panel to in- 
vestigate their allegation that the ca- 
ble station’s airing of Gingrich’s 
college course constitutes an illegal 
gift. 

A Colorado cable network called 


Mind Extension University has aired 
Gingrich’s course live on Saturday 
mornings since early January. A 
spokesman for Jones Intercable Inc., 
a part owner of the network and the 
nation’s seventh largest cable opera- 
tor, said the network does not 
charge to broadcast not-for-credit 
courses, like Gingrich’s, while it de- 
termines whether the programs are 
popular. 

The spokesman, Jim W. Carlson, 
said most of the several dozen cours- 
es the network broadcasts are of- 
fered for credit, and the network 
collects a percentage of the tuition 
from the colleges that sponsor those 
courses. He said the network is ne- 
gotiating with Reinhardt College in 
Waleska, Ga., to carry Gingrich’s 
course for credit and collect some of 
the tuition. 

Gingrich lashed out at the Demo- 
crats for filing the new complaint. 


saying: “What you have now got is a 
game where Democratic partisan 
leaders will routinely file anything — 
that seems to be what is going on. 

“At what point does the cost to me 
and at what point does the cost to 
the [ethics] committee become ab- 
surd? Should people be allowed to 
file lawsuits for blackmail purposes?” 
Gingrich said at a news conference. 

The newest accusation came as 
the ethics committee, formally 
known as the Committee on Stan- 
dards of Official Conduct, met in a 
closed-door session to discuss an 
earlier complaint alleging Gingrich 
improperly used tax-deductible do- 
nations to fund the course. The leg- 
islator initially taught the 10-week 
course, entitled “Renewing Ameri- 
can Civilization,” at Kennesaw State 
College in Marietta, Ga., before the 


lectures were moved to Reinhardt 
College. 

Since ascending to the speaker’s 
seat nearly two months ago, Gin- 
grich has been dogged by accusa- 
tions about the course and his politi- 
cal and business activities, including 
a controversial $4.5 million book 
deal and his use of a political consul- 
tant. 

Rep. Nancy L. Johnson (R-Conn.), 
who chairs the ethics panel, told re- 
porters that the committee went 


Gingrich spokesman 
Tony Blankley 
accused the 
lawmakers who 
filed the complaint 
of “malicious 
imbecility ” saying: 
“ Every television 
network has 
business before 
Congress ” 

over the complaints against Gingrich 
yesterday. She said it would take at 
least five meetings before the com- 
mittee decides what to do about 
them, including whether to appoint 
an outside counsel to investigate, as 
some Democrats have urged. 

Gingrich has denied any wrongdo- 
ing and dismissed the criticism as 
“spurious” attacks by embittered 
Democrats who want to derail the 
GOP’s legislative agenda. 

Gingrich spokesman Tony Blank- 
ley accused the lawmakers who filed 
yesterday’s complaint of “malicious 
imbecility,” saying: “Every television 
network has business before Con- 
gress. If this is a gift, then no public 
officials could appear on ‘Meet the 
Press’ or the evening news or any- 
where. 

“Following the complainants’ logic 
. . . every congressman and every 
president since the invention of tele- 
vision is guilty,” he said. 

The complaint cited various news 
reports that, in agreeing to air the 
course. Mind Extension University, 
which beams college courses to 26 
million households nationwide, has 
provided Gingrich with 20 hours of 
free broadcast time worth $150,000 


to $200,000. The value is based on 
estimates by industry specialists. 

The complaint said Jones Interca- 
ble has a direct interest in matters 
before the GOP-dominated Congress 
that could result in millions of dollars 
in revenue, including deregulation of 
the cable industry, which the speak- 
er supports. 

Company chairman Glenn G. 
Jones has said that if public funding 
for the Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting were cut off— an idea that 
Gingrich has proposed — he might be 
interested in taking it over. For 
Jones to acquire CPB, which distrib- 
utes programming to hundreds of 
public television stations around the 
country, Congress would have to re- 
write a 1967 law that led to the pre- 
sent public broadcasting system. 

“In our opinion, the speaker’s ca- 
ble television arrangement violates 
both the House ethics rules and the 
Ethics in Government Act of 1989 
and should be investigated by the 
committee,” the complaint said. 

, House rules prohibit a member 
from receiving gifts that total more 
than $250 from any single source in 
a one-year period. The Ethics in 
Government Act bars lawmakers 
from soliciting or accepting anything 
of value from a person seeking offi- 
cial action from Congress or from 
someone whose interests may be 
substantially affected by the law- 
maker’s actions. 

The complaint and other sources 
said that the agreement to broadcast 
Gingrich’s lectures was struck on 
Jan. 4 by Glenn Jones and Dan Jones, 
who is a mutual friend of the speaker 
and the chairman. The next day, ac- 
cording to the complaint, Gingrich 
thanked Glenn Jones in Washington 
for agreeing to air his course. 

Carlson, the Jones Intercable 
spokesman, said the complaint was 
groundless because the 
to broadcast Gingrich’s course is be- 
tween Mind Extension University 
and Reinhardt College, and not the 
speaker. The course also is broad- 
cast by the conservative network. 
National Empowerment Television. ’ 
“The complaint borders on the ir- 
responsible because it is completely 
inaccurate, Carlson said. “Congress- 
woman [Schroeder] never contacted 
us to get the real set of facts.” 

Some critics have contended that 
Mind Extension University, which 
has lost money in the eight years it 
has been on the air, was interested 
in airing Gingrich’s course so that it 
could attract more viewers and im- 
prove its balance sheet. 

Staff writer Kenneth J. Cooper 
contributed to this report. 



